C18H42AIB19N6Q6, monoclinic, P12|/al (No. 14), a = 16.088(2) Â, b = 12.722(1) Â, c = 20.093(2) Â, /? = 94.12(1)°, V= 4101.8 Â 3 , Ζ = 4, p m = 1.92(2) g-cm"
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Discussion
Bromination of organic substrates is a real challenge in organic chemistry due to excess of reactivity of elemental bromine; hazardous results are obtained in many reactions; elemental bromine is also difficult to handle and toxic for the environment even if used with collidine [1] or diluted in CCI4 [2] . For these reasons organic crystalline bromine complexes reactants have been developed. N-bromosuccinimide has been used in radically reactions using benzoyl peroxide or after illumination [3, 4] , CuBr2 [5, 6] , ammonium tribromides [7, 8] , like tetramethylammonium tribromide, phenyltrimethylammonium tribromide, tetrabutylammonium tribromide, pyridinehydrobromide perbromide, phosphonium tribromide [9] , 5,5-dibromo-2,2-dimethyl-4,6-dioxo-l,3-dioxane [10] were also evaluated. These products have been used for aromatic halogenation, or reacted with keto compounds, enones, silylenolethers or enamines [11] , Some problems are now remaining related to absence of regiospecificity or stereoselectivity ; the cationic moiety being indifferent in these reactions. For these reasons, we have tried to found a more specific soft acting brominating reactant starting from the fact that keto compound can be specifically activated by soft Lewis acid like Al(III) giving a regiospecific controlled reaction. Moreover, we postulated that Lewis acid activity of Al(III) could be modulated by ligand coordination. Amide coordination was chosen and dimethylformamide used as a good well known ligand with transition metals [12] or AICI3 [13] [14] [15] [17] . The tribromide ions form a zigzag chain similar to that found in PB17 [18] . The crystal packing is characterized by the presence of layers parallel to (010) 3 * cations are placed in sandwich in equal distance between these layers. The crystalline cohesion is ensured by many van der Waals contacts, the shortest being 3.48(1) Â. 
